·     A number of trade unions combined in 1881 to form

    the Federation of Organized Trades and Labor Unions of 

    the United States .

·     They established the American Federation of Labor (AFL) 

    and elected as its first leader Samuel Gompers, president of 

    the Cigarmakers.

·    The initial membership of the AFL was estimated at 

    about140,000 workers grouped in 25 national unions.

·     In the early 20th century, the first woman workers became  

    members of unions, notably of the  (ILGWU(garment industry)) 
