Voluntary Social Welfare

Introduction

"A voluntary social welfare agency is an association established by persons according to their free will for the purpose of rendering welfare services in any of the recognized fields and depending on its resources from public subscriptions, donation and government aid."
It is established to meet the specific social needs of the community. It may or may not receive the government grant.
Features

A voluntary social agency has following features;
· It should be voluntary and created by the people themselves.

· It should have a legal status under the registration and control ordinance of voluntary agencies, 1961.

· It should have a managing committee elected by the members.

· It should have a sense of commitment to human welfare.

· It should plan its own programs trough its own voluntary and paid workers.

· It should raise its funds from the community.

· It should maintain its accounts and be accountable to people and the government so far it receives grants.
Function or Role of Voluntary Agencies

An NGO usually performs the following functions;
· Motivating and organizing people to solve their own problems.

· Providing communication channels between the people and the public agencies.

· Promoting innovative programs.

· Undertaking the projects entrusted by the government for a more in-depth study of the needs of the weaker society.
Importance of NGOs
· The workers of NGOs usually work with zeal and dedication which is often lacking in the government employees who often pose themselves as officers rather than social workers.

· NGOs are direct connected with the people of community and they can easily make them aware of their needs and resources and make the people able to stand on their own feet.

· It provides citizens an opportunity to participate in the nation building activities.

· Being free from rigid rules and regulation NGOs have the capacity to adjust or change their plan according to the needs of the society.

· It provides new services to the society as its needs change from time to time.

· NGOs also provide services to the victims and distressed people to raise their level of living.

Grants-in-Aid to NGOs
"Grants-in-aid is the payment of financial assistance by the government to voluntary agencies to defray a part of the cost of their services."

Grants are given to a certain conditions set by the government in respect to the utilization of the grants. It the conditions are not satisfactory, the government withhold payment. It is paid on the basis of matching principle. Through this program, the government makes it possible;
· To ensure a minimum standard of services throughout the country by assisting the already existing agencies and institutions.

· To assist agencies to strengthen and improve their services by employment of professionally qualified staff.

· To encourage major NGOs through financial assistance and technical advise and cooperation to experiment with new services.

· To encourage the growth of social work literature and an awareness of social welfare in the community.

Registration of NGOs
The voluntary Agencies Ordinance was passed by the president of Pakistan in December, 1961. It requires that every existing NGO must be registered. The implementation of ordinance was transferred to the provincial directorate of social welfare in 1962. The registration officer also renders some technical assistance to the agencies in the respect of book-keeping, maintenance of records and operation within the framework of constitution.
The aim is not regulation but assurance of proper growth of the voluntary agencies in the country. Since this ordinance was passed about forty-five years ago it needs revision in the light of new developments in the field of social welfare.
Important NGOs in Pakistan

· APWA - All Pakistan Women Association - Begum Liaqat Ali Khan - Welfare of women - 1948

· The Ida Rieu School and College for the Deaf and Blind - Education, Hostel and other facilities to deaf and blind students - 1920s

· (Ida Reiu Complex) The Old home - Providing shelter and facilities to old people - 1953

· The Social Services Coordinating Council, Karachi - As a channel of communication between NGOs and Government - 1953

· Adult Blind Centre - 1954

· Society for the Rehabilitation of the Crippled Children - 1955

· Pakistan Association of Social Work - 1955

· National Federation of the Blind – 1957
According to the directory of Social Welfare Agencies, 1987, published by the National Council of Social Welfare, Islamabad, and the number of registered NGOs
· 40 in Islamabad

· 2864 in Punjab

· 1653 in Sindh

· 291 in NWFP

· 163 in Balochistan

Some Popular NGOs are;
· Al-Shifa Trust

· Behbood

· Darul Sakoon - Home for Phyically Handicapped

· Faily Planning Association of Pakistan

· HOPE

· Human Rights Commission of Pakistan

· Aga Khan University

· Pakistan Crescent Organization

Edhi Welfare Trust
The story of Social Welfare Movement in Pakistan will remain incomplete without mentioning the work of Abdul-Sattar Edhi. Working from more than forty years, has proved sunshine for the whole country. There is no parallel example to the contribution of Edhi Welfare Trust in Pakistan. It provides;
· Medical facilities

· Shelter to homeless

· Services to women

· Mobile Dispensaries

· Veterinary Clinic

· Centers for Drug Addicts

· The Aircraft Ambulance

Recommendation

· More assistance should be provided to voluntary social welfare agencies by the government.

· The voluntary social welfare Agencies should be encouraged to employ professionally trained social workers.

· Voluntary social workers should be motivated to organize local agencies.

· Voluntary social welfare agencies should be motivated to work in the rural and underdeveloped areas.

· In the field of rehabilitation of the handicapped, child and women welfare, youth welfare, voluntary social welfare agencies can do good work.

· The law related to registering the agencies, have become out-dated, it should be modified or completely replaced.













