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STYLE SHEET

The purpose of style sheet is to create a presentation for a particular element or a set of elements. It consist of TWO PARTS:

1. SELECTOR: Simply the element name or class or id.

2. RULE: Style information in curly braces.
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  Without linking to an element, a style really doesn’t mean anything. 
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  Use (;) semicolon bet/at the end of every style property.
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  For comment in .CSS we use /* and */

3-WAYS TO ADD STYLE INFORMATION

1. EXTERNAL STYLE SHEET: is simply plain text file containing the style specifications for HTML/XHTML tags or classes. These files must be saved with “. CSS”. CSS stands for (Cascading Style Sheet). These files can be used with HTML/XHTML documents in the following two ways.

a) LINKING: web document reference it by using <link> tag within the <head> & </head> elements.


Syntax:  

<link rel=”stylesheet” href=”file name or URL” type=”text/css”>
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 Here REL attribute is compulsory & TYPE attribute is optional.


b) IMPORT: Importing Style Sheets 

Syntax:
 <head>

 <style>

 <!- -

 @ import URL;

 - ->

 </style>

 </head>
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All “@IMPORT” directives must come before all other style rules.
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NETSCAPE 4.x don’t support imported style sheet. Designer should use <LINK> to access external style sheet.

ADVANTAGE

External style sheet can set style for many documents with one style sheet.

DISADAVTAGE

It requires extra download time for style sheet, which may delay page rendering.

EXAMPLES:

Firststyle.CSS

body {font: 35; color: red; font-family: arial; font-size: 35pt; background-color:

                                                                                                                                 yellow;}

h1 {text-align: center ;}

p {text-indent: 1in; margin-left: 50px; margin-right: 50px ;}
EXTERNALSHEET.HTML

1st way to use style sheet in a document

<head>

<style>

<link href:”FirstStyle.CSS” type=”text/css” rel=”StyleSheet”>

</style>

</head>
2nd way to use style sheet in a document

< head >

<style>

<! -  -

@import FirstStyle.CSS;

· ->

</style>

</ head >
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  It would be wise to collect all style sheets in a special styles directory.
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Linking to an external style sheet has the same problem as linking to an external object might no longer be available or speed of acquiring the object could inhabit performance of page.

2. DOCUMENT WIDE/EMBEDDED STYLE SHEET:

Document wide style sheet is embedded into the <head> element. Here we write style rule directly within HTML/XHTML document within < style > & </ style > within <head>. 
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Not all browsers understand style information .To avoid problems, comment out          the style information by using HTML/XHTML comments, such as <!- - &  - ->.So that the styles rules are not displayed on screen or misinterpreted by old browser.

e.g.

<head>


<style>


<!- -


body { font : 10pt; font-family : blabk;}


-->


</ style >


</ head > 
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There can be multiple occurrences of < style ></ style > within head of document.
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Can also import some styles & can embed some styles together.

ADVANTAGE

· Can control style easily document by document.

· No additional time for download.

DISADVANTAGE

· Need to reapply style information for other document.

EXAMPLE

<head>

<style>

<!--

@import FirstStyle.CSS;

body {background-color: pink ;}

-->

</ style >

</ head >

 Pink color will override Yellow color of import file.

3. INLINE STYLE provides an inline style exactly where the style needs to be applied (even to single element). 

E.g. 

<h1 style =”font-size:40pt; font-family : arial; color : green;”>-----------</h1>

· These causes the default rendering of HTML/XHTML element might get in the way.

· Use <div> block level & <span>inline element for style implementation that have no particular rendering.

· If want to effect style on few words or letters use < span >.
ADVANTAGE

· Inline style can control style to a single character instance.

· Overrides any external or document style.

DISADVANTAGE

· Need to reapply style information throughout the document and outside document.

· Bound too closely to HTML/XHTML difficult to update.

CREATING STYLE SHEET RULES

1. Setting rules for multiple elements: to decrease the amount of typing for setting rules for multiple tags, it is possible to group them. Separate them with commas (,).

h1, h2, h3 { background : yellow; color : black; }
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When grouping rules & other rules are encountered they are combined.

2. ID RULES: without inline styles, how particular style is applied to one occurrence of the <h1> element or to only a few particular elements.

We can name particular tag with id attribute so that it can be made a destination for a link                                                                                                                                       for example                                                                                                                   

 

<h1 id=”FirstHeading”> Welcome to----</h1>                                             

    LINK 
<a href=”#FirstHeading”>Go To Heading1</a>

· Names (ids) of an element are used to refer it from a style rule                                                           For example                                                                                                                 RULE: 
#FirstHeading  { backgroung-color : green; }                                                                
            <h1   id = ”FirstHeading”> - - - -</h1>
· Ids of different elements should be unique.

· If we want to affect multiple elements, a class rule should be employed instead.  

3. CLASS RULES: Class attribute defines the name of the class, an element belongs to:

· They don’t have to be unique

· Many elements can be member of same class.        
For example                                                                                                                             <style  type=”text/css”>                                                                                                  <!- -                                                                                                                                         .veryimportant {background-color : yellow;}                                                                                        - ->                                                                                                                                              </ style >                                                                                                                                 <body>                                                                                                                                                                <h1  class=”veryimpotant”>                                                                                                      Class Example                                                                                                                                 </h1>                                     

<p class=”veryimportant”> paragraph contents…</p>                                                                                               </body>

PSEUDO CLASSES

 A special pre-defined class grouping, called pseudo-classes is mainly used to deal with states of links.

1. a:link {color:blue; text-decoration:none;}

2. a:active {color:red;}

3. a:visited {color:purple;}

4. a:hover  {color:red;}

PSEUDO ELEMENTS
 There are two pseudo-elements: First-Letter and First-Line. These elements are used with common block level text elements such as <P> to effect the first letter or first line of enclosed text. 

For Example                                                                                                                           < style type=”text/css”>                                                                                                          <!-  -                                                                                                                                            p:first-line {background-color:yellow;}                                                                             p:first-letter {color:red; font-size:150;}                                                                                            - - >                                                                                                                                          </style>
