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*Form*
<form>…</form>: This element defines the fill-in form to contain labels and form controls, such as menus and text entry boxes that might be filled in by a user.
Attributes:

action= “URL”

“This attribute contains the URL of the server program, which will process the contents of the form. Some browsers also might support a mailto URL, which can mail the result to the specified address. E.g., 

action=mailto:abc@hotmail.com

method=”get | post”

“This attribute indicates how form information should be transferred to the server specified by the action attribute.

Get:

1. This is default method.

2. This is not secure method because the input is appended to the URL specified by the action attribute.

3. By this method limited data can be passed, this limit is determined by command line length supported by the server.

4. This causes problems with foreign languages.

5. This is easy to deal with and gives best performance.

6. When Information is attached to the URL then some symbols are added which have specific meanings that are;

a. %nn   (  for special characters, nn for hexadecimal ASCII code for character.

b. &
     (
To separate form fields.

c. +
     (
To replace spaces.

d. ?
     (
To separate the URL from form information/data.

Post:

1. This method transfers data using HTTP post transaction.

2. This approach is more secure.

3. Is normally used in conditions when large amount of data is passed, as this imposes no data size limitation.

4. Sends all data / input of form as data stream immediately after the requested URL.

Name=”unique name”


This attribute specifies a name for the form and can be used by client-side programs to reference form data.

<input> (input form control)

This element specifies the input control for a form. The type of the input is specified by the type attribute.

Text Control: 

The value of type attribute, text indicates a single line text input field.

Attributes:

disabled

This attribute is used to turn off a form control. The element will not be submitted nor they can receive any focus from the keyboard or mouse. The disabled form controls will not be the part of the tabbing order. This attribute requires no value

name = “unique (field) name”

This attribute allows a form control to be assigned a name so that a scripting language can reference it.

readonly

This attribute prevents the form control’s value from being changed. Form controls with this attribute set might receive focus from the user but might not be modified. Because they can receive focus, they will be the part of the form’s tabbing order. Control’s value will be sent on the form submission.


size = “field size (integer value)”

This attribute indicates the visible dimension, in character, of a text control of form.


maxlength = “maximum field size (integer value)”


This attribute indicates the maximum content length that can be entered in the control.


Value = “field value (string)”



This attribute is used to specify the default value of the field.

tabindex = “number”

This attribute takes a numeric value indicating the position of the form control in the tabbing index for the form. Tabbing proceeds from the from the lowest positive tabindex value to highest. Negative values will leave the form control out of tabbing order. When tabbing is not explicitly set the browser can tab through items in the order they are encountered. Disabled form control will not be the part of tabbing although the read-only controls will be.


title = “advisory text”

This attribute supplies advisory text for the element that can be rendered as a tool tip when the mouse is over the element.

Password control:

The value of type attribute, password indicates a password entry field. A password field will not display a text entered as it is typed; it might instead show a series of dots.

Attributes:

disabled

This attribute is used to turn off a form control. The element will not be submitted nor they can receive any focus from the keyboard or mouse. The disabled form controls will not be the part of the tabbing order. This attribute requires no value

name = “unique (field) name”

This attribute allows a form control to be assigned a name so that a scripting language can reference it.

readonly

This attribute prevents the form control’s value from being changed. Form controls with this attribute set might receive focus from the user but might not be modified. Because they can receive focus, they will be the part of the form’s tabbing order. Control’s value will be sent on the form submission.


size = “field size (integer value)”

This attribute indicates the visible dimension, in character, of a text control of form.


maxlength = “maximum field size (integer value)”


This attribute indicates the maximum content length that can be entered in the control.

tabindex = “number”

This attribute takes a numeric value indicating the position of the form control in the tabbing index for the form. Tabbing proceeds from the from the lowest positive tabindex value to highest. Negative values will leave the form control out of tabbing order. When tabbing is not explicitly set the browser can tab through items in the order they are encountered. Disabled form control will not be the part of tabbing although the read-only controls will be.


title = “advisory text”

This attribute supplies advisory text for the element that can be rendered as a tool tip when the mouse is over the element.

Checkbox control:

The value of type attribute, checkbox indicates a checkbox control. Even if the controls are grouped together, they allow the user to select multiple controls.

Attributes:


name = “unique alphanumeric value”


value = “field value”

This attribute specifies the return value for the control when it is turned on, rather than default Boolean value submitted.


checked
This attribute has no value. Presence of this attribute indicates that the control should be displayed in its checked state.

Radio control:

The value of type attribute, radio indicates a radio button control. If the controls are grouped together, they allow the user to select only one control at a time controls. To group the controls they must be given the same name to include them in the same group.

Attributes:


name = “unique alphanumeric value”


value = “field value”

This attribute specifies the return value for the control when it is turned on, rather than default Boolean value submitted.


checked
This attribute has no value. Presence of this attribute indicates that the control should be displayed in its checked state.

File control:

The value of type attribute, file indicates a control that allows a viewer to upload a file to a server. 

Button control:

1. General purpose button

The value of type attribute, button indicates a general-purpose button with no well-defined meaning. However, an action can be associated with the button using an event handler attribute, such as onclick.

2. Reset button

The value of type attribute, reset creates a reset button that allows the user to clear or set to default all the form controls at once.

3. Submit button

The value of type attribute, submit creates a submit button that triggers the browser to send the contents of the form to the address specified in the action attribute of the form element.

Attributes:


value = “text displayed on button”


name=”unique name”


tabindex = “number”

This attribute takes a numeric value indicating the position of the form control in the tabbing index for the form. Tabbing proceeds from the from the lowest positive tabindex value to highest. Negative values will leave the form control out of tabbing order. When tabbing is not explicitly set the browser can tab through items in the order they are encountered. Disabled form control will not be the part of tabbing although the read-only controls will be.


title = “advisory text”

This attribute supplies advisory text for the element that can be rendered as a tool tip when the mouse is over the element.
<textarea>…</textarea>

This element specifies a multi-line text input field contained with in a form.

· We should not include any HTML or XHTML tags between these two tags.

Attribute:


cols = “number of rows”

This attribute sets the width in characters of the text area. The default value of this attribute is 20.


disabled

This attribute is used to turn off a form control. The element will not be submitted nor they can receive any focus from the keyboard or mouse. The disabled form controls will not be the part of the tabbing order. This attribute requires no value.

name = “unique alphanumeric identifier”


readonly

This attribute prevents the form control’s value from being changed. Form controls with this attribute set might receive focus from the user but might not be modified. Because they can receive focus, they will be the part of the form’s tabbing order. Control’s value will be sent on the form submission.

rows = “number of rows”

This attribute sets the number of rows in the text area. The value of the attribute should be positive.


tabindex = “number”

This attribute takes a numeric value indicating the position of the form control in the tabbing index for the form. Tabbing proceeds from the from the lowest positive tabindex value to highest. Negative values will leave the form control out of tabbing order. When tabbing is not explicitly set the browser can tab through items in the order they are encountered. Disabled form control will not be the part of tabbing although the read-only controls will be.


title = “advisory text”

This attribute supplies advisory text for the element that can be rendered as a tool tip when the mouse is over the element.

<select>…</select>

This element defines a selection list within a form. Depending on the form of selection list, the control allows the user to select one or more list options.

Attributes:


disabled


multiple

This attribute allows the selection of multiple items in the selection list. The default is single item selection.


name


size

This attribute sets the number of visible items in the selection list. When the multiple attribute is not present, only onew entry should show; however, when miltiple is present, this attribute is useful to set the size of the scrolling listbox.


tabindex


title

<option>…</option>


disabled

selected

This attribute indicates that the associated item is the default selection. If this attribute is not included then the first item is the default selection. If the <select> element enclosing the <option> elements has the multiple attribute, the selected attribute might occur in multiple entries. Otherwise, it should occur in only one entry.


title


value = “option value”

This attribute indicates the value to include with the form result when the item is selected.

<label>…</label>

This element is used to relate description to form controls.

Attributes:


title

