Browsers
	
	Internet Explorer
Internet Explorer (IE) by Microsoft is the most common Internet browser today. IE was introduced in 1995 and passed Netscape in popularity in 1998.
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	Netscape
Netscape was the first commercial Internet browser. It was introduced in 1994. Netscape gradually lost its popularity to Internet Explorer. 
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	Mozilla
The Mozilla Project has grown from the ashes of Netscape. Browsers based on Mozilla code is the second largest browser family on the Internet today, representing about 30% of the Internet community.
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	Firefox
Firefox is a new browser from Mozilla. It was released in 2004 and has grown to be the second most popular browser on the Internet.
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	Opera
Opera is another Internet browser. It is known to be fast and small, standards-compliant, and available for many operating systems. Opera is the preferred browser for a number of small devices like mobile phones and hand-held computers. 






Internet Explorer is the most commonly used Internet browser today.



Internet Explorer 7

Internet Explorer 7.0 was released in November 2006.

Internet Explorer 7 provides improved navigation through tabbed browsing, web search from the toolbar, advanced printing, easy discovery, reading and subscription to RSS feeds.

New features:

· Advanced printing (automatically scales a webpage for printing) 

· Instant Search box 

· Favorites Center 

· RSS feeds (automatically detects RSS feeds) 

· Tabbed browsing (view multiple sites in a single browser window) 

· Quick Tabs 

· Tab Groups 

· Page zoom 



Internet Explorer 6
Internet Explorer 6.0 is the standard browser in Windows XP. It was released in August 2001.

Windows XP is built on Windows 2000 and is the successor to Windows 98, Millennium, and Windows 2000.



Internet Explorer 5

Internet Explorer 5 was the first major browser with XML support.

Version 5.5 (July 2000) for Windows 95, 98, NT 4.0, and Windows 2000. Support for XML/XSL, CSS, printing (print preview) and HTC behaviors.

Version 5.01 (November 1999) Primarily a bug fix for 5.0.

Version 5.0 (March 1999) The first major browser with XML support.



Older Internet Explorer Versions

The oldest versions of Internet Explorer are no longer in use by any majority of users. Web developers will ignore them. Their functionality is outdated.

Version 4.0 (released in 1997) is used by less than 1%. It has respectable CSS and DOM support, but no XML support.

Version 3.0 (released in 1996) is now used by less than 0.1%.

Version 2.0 (released in 1995). It is too old. Nobody uses it.

Version 1.0 (released in 1995). Does anyone remember it?



Internet Explorer for Macintosh

Version 5.1.7 is the latest version of Internet Explorer for Mac OS 8 and 9. It was released in July 2003.

Version 5.2.3 is the latest version of Internet Explorer for Mac OS X. It was released in June 2003.

Note: version 5.2.3 requires special features in Mac OS X. Mac OS 8 and 9 users must download and install version 5.1.7.



Microsoft Internet Explorer Downloads

Download Internet Explorer for free at: http://www.microsoft.com/windows/products/winfamily/ie/default.mspx.

Download the latest security updates and bug fixes at: http://www.microsoft.com/windows/downloads/ie/getitnow.mspx
Internet Explorer for Mac is no longer available for download!
In June 2003, the Microsoft Macintosh Business Unit announced that Internet Explorer for Mac would undergo no further development, and support would cease in 2005. Microsoft ended support for Internet Explorer for Mac on December 31st, 2005. Accordingly, as of January 31st, 2006, Internet Explorer for the Mac is no longer available for download from Microsoft. It is recommended that Macintosh users migrate to more recent web browsing technologies such as Apple's Safari.



Microsoft Internet Explorer Resources

Microsoft's Internet Explorer Web Site
Microsoft's Internet Explorer Support Site
Microsoft's searchable knowledgebase. Download Center. FAQ by product. Assisted support directory.





Netscape 8

Netscape 8.1.2 was released in September 2006.

Netscape 8 allows you to adjust the security level (Java, JavaScript, cookies settings), and also allows you to switch to use Internet Explorer's engine to render pages when necessary.

New features in Netscape 8:

· Site Controls (dual rendering engine) 

· Multi-Bar (dynamic toolbar) 

· Form fill/passcard 

· Live Content 

· Improved tabbed browsing 

· Adware & Spyware protection 

· Dynamic Security Center 

Note: Netscape 8 does not contain an e-mail client. For users who want an e-mail client, try Mozilla Thunderbird, Mozilla Suite 1.7.x or SeaMonkey, or keep your Netscape 7.2 for email purpose.



Netscape 7

Netscape 7 is based on open source engine (Gecko) and fine-tune of Netscape 6.

Netscape 7 has been reported very stable and fast.



Netscape 6

Netscape 6 was released in November 2000. This version was the first Netscape browser with powerful support for CSS and XML.

Netscape 6 is based on open source engine (Gecko), while Netscape Communicator 4.8 uses the engine that originally released in late 1994.



The Netscape Problem

Netscape's 4.x series of browsers have a poor support for CSS and no support for XML.

It took Netscape nearly three and a half years after the release of 4.0, to produce its next generation browser. This delay has clearly hurt Netscape's possibilities to dominate the browser market. Read more.

Our browser statistics are showing that Netscape is losing the browser war.



Older Netscape Versions

Netscape 8.0 - Released in May 2005.

Netscape 7.0 - Released in September 2002.

Netscape 6.0 - Released in November 2000 (based on Mozillas Gecko engine). You can read about Mozilla at www.mozilla.org. The status for the Mozilla project is found at http://www.mozilla.org/status.

Netscape 5.0 - Netscape skipped the version number 5.

Netscape Communicator 4.0 (released in 1997) The first Netscape browser with some support for CSS.

Netscape Navigator 3.0 (released in 1996). Too old. Don't use it.

Netscape Navigator 2.0 (released in 1996). Too old. Don't use it.

Netscape 1.0 (released in 1994). Too old. Don't use it.



Netscape Downloads

Download the latest Netscape browser for free at: http://browser.netscape.com




Mozilla is a framework for building web applications.



What is Mozilla?
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	Mozilla is not a web browser. 

Mozilla is a framework for building web applications using web standards like CSS, XML, RDF. 


Mozilla code is used in Netscape 6 and 7, and in other web browsers such as Firefox and Camino, chat clients, news clients, email clients, games, and other types of web applications for Windows, Linux, and Mac.

Mozilla is an open-source web development project developing the program code used in the Mozilla Application Suite (also known as SeaMonkey).

The Mozilla Application Suite is a complete set of web applications (browser, email client, news client, chat client and more).

Browsers based on Mozilla code (Mozilla, Firefox, & Camino) is the second largest browser family on the Internet today, representing about 30% of the Internet community. Mozilla browsers are known to have very good web standards support.



The Mozilla Project

The Mozilla Project was created to continue developing Netscape as an open source project.
In November 1998 AOL (America Online) purchased Netscape.

The development of the core engine for Netscape was moved to an open source project called "The Mozilla Project".

The project was renamed SeaMonkey after April 2006 with the Mozilla Foundations main intention of phasing out the Mozilla suite and shifting it's main focus to the Firefox/Thunderbird/SeaMonkey projects



The Mozilla Foundation

The Mozilla Foundation was created in July 2003 when AOL laid off the employees involved in the Mozilla open-source browser team. 



Mozilla Foundation's Roadmap

The Mozilla project decided to make a new roadmap for the development. Some of the points in the new roadmap is listed below:

· Focus on standalone applications (the FireFox browser, the Thunderbird mail/news application, and standalone composer) 

· Make Firefox and Thunderbird the premier products of Mozilla 

· Maintain the SeaMonkey (current Mozilla browser) application suite for enterprises and organizations with large Mozilla deployments 

· Maintain the Mozilla 1.4 branch as the "distributor/vendor" branch used by organizations with year-long lead times 

· Fix crucial Gecko layout architecture bugs. All Mozilla applications benefit from such Gecko improvements 

· Prefer quality over quantity. Do less, but better! 



Products of Mozilla

· Mozilla - the application suite 

· Firefox - a standalone browser 

· Thunderbird - an email and newsgroup client 

· Camino - a web browser for Mac 

· Composer - a web page editor 

Versions for Windows, Linux, and Mac can be downloaded from:

http://www.mozilla.org


Confusing Mozilla Names

The very first Netscape browser had a code engine called Mozilla. Netscape 1.0 was powered with a code engine called Mozilla 1.0. Netscape 2.0 used Mozilla 2.0, Netscape 3.0 used Mozilla 3.0, and Netscape 4.0 used Mozilla 4.0.

In 1998 the source code of Netscape 4 was made public - and the development of Netscape 5 was made an open source project.

The open source project for creating Netscape 5 was called "The Mozilla Project". Strangely enough, the code engine for the Mozilla Project was called Gecko.

Unfortunately it took Netscape more than three and a half years after the release of 4.0, to produce its next generation browser. This delay destroyed Netscape's possibilities to remain a credible alternative to Microsoft's Internet Explorer. Microsoft released IE 5.0 just after the Mozilla project had started, and was ready with IE 6.0 before Netscape managed to release a workable browser.

Netscape 6.0 based on Gecko M18 (Milestone 18) was released in November 2000.
After the release of Netscape 6.0, the Mozilla Project started to work on Netscape 7 based on an engine called Mozilla 1.0 !!.

Netscape 6 and 7 are built on Mozilla and Netscape and Mozilla are nearly an identical suite of applications.

The current version of Netscape 7 claims to have a code engine called Gecko 1.0 !!

At the moment the Mozilla Project is developing a new web browser called Firefox. Firefox was previously called Mozilla Firebird (which was previously called Phoenix, which claimed to be a new version of Mozilla).

Confused? I am.

The confusing name changes must have something to do with legal issues (I think).





Firefox is a free open-source web browser developed by Mozilla.



What is Firefox?
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	Firefox is a free, open-source web browser for Windows, Linux and Mac. It is small and fast and offers many new features like popup blocking and tabbed browsing.


Firefox is based on the Mozilla code, and is one of the most standards-compliant browsers available.

Firefox is available for Windows 98, Windows 2000, Windows XP, Mac OS X, and Linux.



What is Mozilla?

Mozilla is an open-source web development project.

The Mozilla Application Suite (also known as SeaMonkey) is a complete set of web applications; a browser, a mail client, a news client, a chat client and more.

Firefox is just a browser. With Firefox you cannot chat or read emails or news. This makes it smaller, faster and easier to use (but makes chat, email and news harder to use?). 



Firefox And Mozilla

Firefox was previously called Mozilla Firebird (which was previously called Phoenix, which was previously called Mozilla).

The confusing name changes have something to do with legal issues (I think). You can read more about the Mozilla name changes in the previous chapter.

It is expected that Firefox will be used as the default browser in a future version of the Mozilla Suite. 



Firefox Features

Firefox has automatic Popup Blocking. This if fine for stopping annoying popup ads, but not so good for sites using popup windows in a good way.

Tabbed Browsing is a modern and time saving feature. It makes it possible to view many web pages in one browser window.

Google Search with auto complete is built into Firefox's tool bar.

Keywords for bookmarks with quick searches (e.g., type "goo xml tutorial" into the location bar and get a Google search page on "xml tutorial" in one step).

Dictionary Tooltip - double-click any word to see its definition.

Firefox has Improved Security. It is not integrated with the operating system and does not support ActiveX controls and VBScripts (features known to have security holes).

A built-in modern Download Manager downloads files in the background to the desktop.

Firefox has Customizable Toolbars, allowing users to add and remove items as well as create new toolbars.

With the Theme Manager, the users can change the look and feel of Firefox.

Firefox keeps itself up-to-date. Smart Update searches for updates in the background and informs the user about available updates.

Firefox Product Page




Latest Opera Releases

Opera 9 (for Windows, Mac, Linux, FreeBSD, and Solaris) - Released in June 2006.

Opera 8.5 (for Windows, Mac, and Linux) - Released in September 2005.

Opera 8 (for Windows) - Released in April 2005.



About Opera
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	Opera started out as a research project in Norway's telecom company, Telenor, in 1994, and branched out into an independent development company named Opera Software ASA in 1995.


Opera Software ASA develops the Opera Web browser and is an industry leader in the development of Web browsers for the desktop and device markets.

The Opera browser (known as "the third browser", after Internet Explorer and Netscape) has received international acclaim from end-users and the industry press for being faster, smaller and more standards-compliant than other browsers.



Is It Free?

Yes, the Opera browser is free! The earlier banner ads and the licensing fee are removed!!



Web Standard Compliant

When you make your Web site work in Opera, you can be certain that it is open and accessible. Simply write your pages in standards-compliant code, and your site will work in all major browsers and for all major platforms and operating systems.

Opera supports all major Web standards currently in use, including CSS 2.1, HTML 4.01, XHTML1.1, HTTP1.1, DOM 2, ECMAScript (JavaScript), PNG, WML 2.0, SVG 1.1 tiny, Unicode, and the Unicode Bidirectional Algorithm.



Opera Features

Opera has automatic Popup Blocking. This is fine for stopping annoying popup ads, but not so good for sites using popup windows in a good way.

Tabbed Browsing is a modern and time saving feature. It makes it possible to view many web pages in one browser window.

Transfers Panel is is Opera's download manager, with quick access to ongoing and recently finished downloads.

Opera's user interface is translated into multiple languages, and the language can be changed on the fly.

Opera has Customizable Toolbars, allowing the users to add and remove items as well as create new toolbars.

By choosing between different Skins, the users can change the look and feel of Opera.

Opera has direct access to Google's "related pages" feature, available from the "Navigation" menu.

Double clicking on a word on a page will pop up a menu that provides options related to the selected text, such as a Web, dictionary or encyclopedia search.

Opera provides Web authors with immediate access to Page Validation, thus encouraging good practices on the Web.



More about Opera

Opera Software ASA has been a privately held company - headquartered in Oslo, Norway - until they went public in March 2004.

More information and Opera downloads is available at: www.opera.com.



